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CHerebegine therpght excellentand 8 
paſſion of the ryghte bleſſed vir⸗ 
gyn and marty2 Satacte Katherine, 
¶ The tyz Chapter. 
_ hs bleſf:d virgine ſaynte Katherine was by the 
Dies of the lygne and of the noble ktnred ot the 
Emperoure of nome as it chal be declared-moze 
plainly here after by a noble cronicle, which moit bleſſed 
lyfe and conuerſacion was witten ot the ſolempne doc⸗ 
tour Athanaſius that knewe her byꝛth. hir kinred, holye 


pte ⁊ conuerſacion. And this ſame Athanaſius was one 


Diocleſian and Marunian ſo great and cruel tyzannye 


ot her maſters in her tender age and by the grate ot the 
holy goſt ſhe was conuerted to the faithe. And after che 
was couuerted, che cõuerted the ſame Athauaſius by ho 
lp and meruelous wozkes that our loꝛd w2ought in her 
and after by his wiſedome he was made hyſhop of Aly⸗ 

ander, and was a glouous pyller af holy churche by the 
grate ot our loꝛd god her holy merites as we do find by 
credible cronicles. Foꝛ in the tyme of the Emperoures 


was chewed in the woꝛld, and not onlye of chuſten but 
Alſo ot paynums, that in that tyme,mauye realmes that 
wer lubiect to Rome, put awape the pocke ot theire ſer⸗ 
uage and openly rebelled-agaynſt the emperour among 
- which the realme of Ermonye was one that myghtelye 
withſtode the tribute that longed to the Emperoure of 
Rome, wheroꝛe there was choſen to apeaſe that rebelly 
on a loꝛde of 3 ite of the counlaile of hogh Con- 
_  Kicius whi al other manly in armes and 
therwith — ful of vertues. The whyche 
loꝛd than wien he came into Ermonye ſtaunched ſo by 
his vertue and manlye gouernaunce the rebellion, that 
PO. nnn 8 enempes, ſo 
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chat che kinge 
bt b 


og Conſtancius was crowned kinge of that 


lande the whiche within a whyle after had a 


d the quene foꝛ whome was made grete lamen⸗ 
tacion of her people. Ifter whoſe deth Con 


kyn 


te gouerned into partyes,and in p̊ meane time came ty 


dynges to the 
tayne 5 nowe 


called Englande rebelled agaynſte the 


counſell that is was to require Conſtancyus the kynge 
of ermonye 
the whiche requeſt he goodly graunted # dzewe hym to 
wardes the partyes a in his cominge he ruled hym ſoo 
by his vertue and pꝛudẽte yp peaſpbiy and godly t᷑dewed 
that lande to the Emperour. Ind moꝛe ouer he was loo 
- acceptable to the kinge of Bꝛytaine the whiche highte 
Cole and to all the pzople of that lande. that withe one 


voyce the people requp2ed the kinge to giue him his don 


ghter and his heyꝛe vnto maryage.Of the which: holy 
e Elyne that fonnde the croſſe was gladde of the 


a ſolemne maryage.and within a while after he begate 
on her Conſtantyne whiche was after Emperoure of 
ſucceſſyon of lygne. Than not longe after dyed thatcon- ot 
ſtancyus the father of Conſtantyne whyche Conſtan 
cyus by the ryght ol his mother was crowned N 

Buitaine,and Coſtus was crowned kynge of Er1 


A. i. 


e tees doh — | | 


W Who aſter i the —— ; 


ſone by the 
— vohiche was cleped Coſtus. And ſoone aten 


cius that 
tourned agayne to Rome foz to ſe p Emperours 
welfare, and foꝛ to ſe and know how his loꝛdchippes we 
dure of Rome how that grete bꝛe 
Emperoure of Rome. whertoꝛe it was ſene among the 


to take on him foz to redꝛeſſe the, rebellion 


requeſt and agreed fulli therto and made bitwene th 4 


Wy of his mother, p whiche Coſtus w 


# Wilke þ was þ 


ſame lone of Conſtancius th at hight coſtus wedged the 
kynges doughter of Cypꝛes a be his heyꝛe by the which 
as it hal be declared here after was bꝛought foꝛth ſaint 
Katherin,whyche holye virgin as pe hall here was of 
yp empcrours kynrede of Rome. Conſtantine, and was 
of the nations of bzitons , the yohnche delinered Rome 
from pᷣ tiranny of Maxencyus. ¶ The. ij. Chapiter. 

Tre beginneth the lie of Daynte Katherm urthe 
pere fro Þ incarnacyon of oure Loꝛde. C. That is 


he begatte 


22 7; to ſaye ouerpaſt. There regned in the lande of tcy⸗ 


pers a noble a pzudent kinge whiche highte coſtus the 
whiche of bodely chape was mooſt ſemely a goodly abo 
ue all other, a in ryches mooſt plenteous, à in al condy⸗ 
cyons none lyke to hym, a queue he had lyke hun ſelfe i 
all vertuous gaueruaũce, w whome he lyued a bleſſyd 

lyte in as moche as longed to p woꝛlde, excepte bothe he 
t che liued after righte + coſtume of the paynyms and 
woꝛſhipped ydolles & falle goddes , This kynge foz he 
wolde haue his ugone ſpzedi | 
Cite in the whiche he raiſed a temple tn the woꝛſhip of 
falſe geddes which? the blinde wozide woꝛſhipped at þ 
tyme, and he named the cite coſtus, pcedynge than foꝛth 
p time the langage ſom what chaũged a ſo they chatiged 
p name of the cite and called it fame. Coſtus kepinge al 
wapye the fame of the kinge. In this cite p binge & Þ que 
ne tpued after  wozldes pꝛoſperite as theyꝛ hertes cou- 
de thinke, and righte as p faire and the ſwete roſe ſpꝛyn⸗ 
gethe amonge thoznes,righte lo buwene theſe two pay⸗ 
tums was bꝛought foꝛth the pzecyous ſpouſe of triſte þ 


halxye virgin ſauite Kathzrinne, æ whan this childewas 
bonne it was faire of vilage and ſo Mapelpe ol 1 


. 


(118 whome ok his | 
donghter of Ermony,* wh = 


name ſpꝛede through the woꝛld made a 


| 


dinge of her, a whan thee came to ſeuen pere of age thee 
—. — ſs in hye beaute a ſtature Þ all hoped p̊ dy her 
in time cominae ſhoulde be p Joye and pꝛayſynge ot᷑ all 


v lande of cypꝛes. And whan that fewe peres were pal⸗ 


ſed a that Che was maze ſtronger of bodye the was ſet to 


ſcole, wherin the pzofyted wonderlye aboue all that euer 


was of her age, che recemed mooſte plenteouiye all the 


crafte and conninge ot the ſeuen ſcyences, And no won⸗ 


der thoughe ths dꝛanke plenteoully of the wel of wildo⸗ 
me {02 Ge was oꝛdeined in time to come to be techerand 
an enfouriner of euerlaſting wiſdome. This kinge Co- 
ſtus hauinge ſo grete Joye ot her wiſoome lette oꝛden⸗ 
ne in her palays a fayꝛe toure with dyuers ſtudyes and 
thibzes ᷣ che mighte be at her owne leyſer in her ſtudye 
and one to let her oute whan her ſeife lyſt, x therto he oz 
deyned ſeuen of the beft # higheſt mayſters mighte be 


fo ide in al Þ woꝛlde of thoſe partyes. And within a why 


le after Þ theſe mayſters had bene w this yong katherin 
che eucreaſed ſo maruaylouſiye in highe wiſdome 


the 
cierkes p were tome to teche her # to enfourme her wer 


full gladde to be come her diſcyples # foz to lerne of her 
| ¶ The.1jj.chapiter, 197 ee 


2gy11 was. blij.yere olde her father k 
& ſtus died a che was left a quene i heir after hi and 
w 

ces or the lande ranne to thi 


$ yonge quene # 


dughte her that there might be a parteamente ſomonde 
at the which? che might be crowned a receyue there ho⸗ 
mage that ſuche rule and gouernaunce mighte be ſet in 
vonge beginnince that paes and pzoſperyte were in her 
eee 
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all that euer ſawe her had greate meruaile in the behol⸗ I ; 


pus within a fewe yeres after that this gloziong 
| ynge Cos 


the dates of mourninge were paſt the loꝛdes and 
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aud graunted them they2 aſkinge .Than the time came 
that che parlament was begon.and this yonge quene 
was crowned with grete ſolempnyte witha full ropale 
feeſt x grete Joye to all her pecple. And whi the feeſt of 
the coꝛonacion was ended, & as Þ quene ſate in her par- 
lyameute ⁊ her moder beſyde her + al her loꝛdes aboute 
her. A loꝛʒ de role vp by the fnl aduiſe of her moder , and 
loꝛdes and her compns,and kneled downe befoꝛe p 
ene ſayenge theſe woꝛdes to her. O mooſt hy ghe and 
mighty pzynces our ſouerayn lady here that in erth like 
it vnto youre mooſte ſouerayne nobleſſe fo2 to wete, 5 J 
. amcomanded by the quene your moder x all your lozds 
audcomins to require your highnes foz to graunt them 
that loue # grace p they nughte go and oꝛdaine you ſam 
noble kinge oꝛ pzince Þ mighte rule you x youre realme 
ct vs all in peace # reſt right as Þþ noble king your fader 
and youre ſoueraine loꝛde did befoze you # p we mighte 
reioyte gracious lygnage of youP whiche is our mooſt 
delpꝛe #hall be our mooſt Joye wout which we liue in 
grete ſoꝛowe and heupnes wherkoze we beſeche your ex- 
cellent grace to graũt vs a gracious anſwere. This y6- 
ge quene heringe this requeſt of her moder + of her loꝛ⸗ 
des had fullgrete tronble in her ſoule how ſhe might ke 
pe her moder a her loꝛdes in reſt x kepe her chaſtite foz 
all het w_ oe ward kepe her body a * ſoule 9 
toꝛrupcyon, toꝛlothe the hadde ſo grete and ſo pertt lo⸗ 
ue to þ vertue of chaſtite that ſhee had leuer foz to haue 
ſuffer deathe than to blemyſſhe it in ony wile. But foz to 
vtter her conceite ſo ſodeynly che thought it not foz the 
belt. Ind with a ſobꝛe loke a toũtenaunce ⁊ with a debo 
nayꝛe voyce ſhe anſwered in this wyſe. Colyn ſhe ſaid J 
thanke my lady my moder * all my loꝛdes + comyns of 
þ grete loue, zele a; tfderneſe that they haue to me 4 my 
9 5 - realine 


realme truſtpnge fully that there is no 
mater of mariage ne p; there be no maner of pet 
conſideringe the grete wildome of my ladye mp 1 
and foꝛ you all which grete ruthe and kindneſſe that ye 
haue chewed to me and vnto my realm truſtinge fully in 
good continuaunce where as IJ truſt we ſhall not nede 
to ſeke a ſtronge loꝛde to rule vs and our realme,fs2 we 
thinke vs able ynoughe w your good truthe # wiſdome 
to gouerne vs and your realm m ſuche peas and reſt as 
p king mp loꝛd and fader leit you in, wherfoze J beſech 
you al to ceaſe of thys mater at this tyme and ſpeke of 
uche maters as ye thinke that is mooſte nedeful a ſpe⸗ 
defiul to good gouernaunce, ¶ The. iiij. Chapiter. 


A whan this pongrquene hadde ended her tg: ⸗ 


le her moder and all her loꝛdes were ſo ſooze a⸗ 
baſſhed of the aunſwere they wiſte not what too ſaye , 
Fo: they wiſte welt by her abſwere that the was in no 
wyll to be wedded. Than there ſtode vp a duke af her lõ 


de that was her vncle and kneled vnto her with humble 


reuereuce and ſaide vnto her in this maner wiſe. My 
ſouerayne lady ſauinge your highe & noble dyſcrecyon 
this anſwere is ful heuy to my lady your mother and to 
vs all your true lyege men, without ye take a better ad⸗ 
uyle vnto your righte,noble & diſcrete herte, wherefoze 


that we knowe which mult nedes cauſe you to take a 
loꝛde and huſbande 5 p plenteous giſtes ofgrace might 
fpznyg of you by of p righte line-vnto the ge⸗ 
neracyon whiche tatthelull ge 

lyege people to haue infinite toy #gladnes, owe good 


grete halt to this 
e 
ladye my mader 


ſat meue you of foure notable thynges that p gre⸗ 4 
: god hath endued you with befoꝛe all erthly creatures: 


fattheſull generation muſt cauſe yours 


vncle ſaide this yonge quene what be thoſe.iij. notable - 
thynges p ye pzayle lo gretely. Thi ſayd 5ᷣ duke yt ane 


gladly. Than ſaide the d 
the firſte notable point is Þ ve came dowue fro the waʒ⸗ 
thyeſt blode in erthe. The ſecond is Þ ye be the greteſt in 
erth,that now liueth as ofa womã. The thirde is in cõ⸗ 
ninge + wiſdome ye pas all other The. iu. is p of bodye 
lychape and hye beaute is none ſene lyke vnto you wher 
toe Madame vs thynke 5 theſe .titj. notable thynges 
bt mult nedes conſtraynt you to enclyne to your deſy2es,+ 
than this yongequene with a ſad loke ſaide. Now vncle 
| ſythen god. and Þ kinge hath wꝛought tho werkes invs 
we be mache moze bounde to loue hym a to pleaſe him 
ther toꝛe we thanke him hnmbly ok all his greate giftes 
But nowelithen ye deſyꝛe th at we ſhulde conſent vato 
mas entent of our mariage we let you plainly wete the 
nne as ye haue deſcriued vs we will diſcriue hom that 
we wil haue to our loꝛde and huſband? ⁊ yf ye can 
de vs ſuche one we wyll be his wife wyth all our herte 
koꝛ he that chal be loꝛd ot our herte ⁊ huſband hal haue 
theſe notable thynges in hym ouer al meſure ſs far foꝛth 
p al creatures hal haue nede of him and he no nede of 
none foꝛ he » chal be ony loꝛd muſt be of notable blode 
al thinges muſt woꝛchin hym ⁊ therwith ſs greate a 
2d that J Hal neuer thynke that J made hym kynge 
and he mult be ſo riche that he chal paſſe al other in ry- 
chelle # ſo ful of beaute Þ ſhal haue Joye foz 
to beholde him, and ſo pure y his mother Chal be virgin 


x therewith fo meke benigne, þ he can gladlye foꝛgpue 


al Þ offeces done 199 — J deſcirued hym 
that I wyl haue # 


| ety I deſire to haue ta my loꝛde a hul⸗ 
bionde. Gs and ſeke hym and yfye may fynde luch one 
| we wyll be his wife withall our herte yf pe wpll oye 


if 
fave aud veterly b butifyege ye gette vs ſuche one wethall ne- 


this wozd the caſt doune her eien and hetde her dtxil. 
The fifth Chap iter. 
Nd when che quene her mother and al berios 
had herd this, there was greate ſoꝛowe 
unes, fo: they ſawe well there was no remedie foꝛ the 
matter. Then ſaide her mother to her with an angrye 
voice. Alas doughter is this your great wiledome that 


me ſo far talke o E 


and all yours. Il as who euer ſaw any.woma foꝛge her 
an huſbade with woꝛdes, ſuche one as you haue deuiſed 
to you, ther was neuer ſuche one, ne neuer Gall bee, and 


thertoz 


yong queneto her mother with a ptteous ſighyng voice 


muche better then J ca deniſe who ſo had grate to finde 
him, a but ye by his grace find vs ſuch one Truſtfullie J 


tru? way y we be clene out ot, wherfoꝛe we in darknes + 
v lyght of grace come not we may not ſe the clere way. 
whe he lyſt to come he ſhal voide awape p darke clothes 
of ignoꝛaunte ⁊ ſhew hym clerely to me which 
uently deſire + loue, ⁊ it ſo be Þ he lyſte not 
him yet reaſon cõmaũdeth me to kepe hole p is 


is vnhurt. 


behight vou plainlye that to dye therefoꝛe I ſhall neuer 
6 gan ——— but hym that J haue deſcribed to whome J 


eee with great ſoꝛow and lamẽtacion they toke 


this tag a ſui ani ere. aud with = 


e doughter leaue al this folye and do as your no 
ble fathers # elders haue done befoze you. Thẽ ſayd te 


Madame, J wot wel by verye reaſon that there is one 


truly kepe ai che pure lone of mp herte. And wyth 
this che roſe vp,+hermother a al the loꝛdes fr6 the per⸗ 


and hea⸗ 


chal neuer haue toye,foz I fele by gret reaſõ p̊ there i _ 


b 
* 
| 1 
lo fer⸗ 
3 
kynde | 


wherfoz I beſech yan hiibly my lady my mother ye ne . l 
none other neuer meue moze of this matter tome foz 1 
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RE Due palace cotinually thinking and 


bh the heremite beheld her moſte excellente eſtate 


ſheir leaue and went on their way, and whe the yongla 
dy went home to her palace whole hert was ſo ſet 
with this huſband that che had deſcribed that che roulde 
nothing thinke ne do but al her minde and intẽcion wag 


dnly on him, wherfoꝛe che ſtudied and muſed mg wp ; 


lp how che mighte fynde hym,but it wolde not be as ye 
foꝛ why ſhe had no mayne therto. Hotwithſtandinge — 

was ful ncere her herte, foꝛ he it was that had — 

it with the burmng fire of loue, that wold neuer be quen 

ched by no paine ne tribulacion which was well ſeene in 

her gloꝛious paſſion here after. 

Ere Jleaue this yongequene foz a tyme ſittinge 


9 — — finde this newe ſpouſe ma⸗ 
ny a teare ot elongacion and many a ſoꝛe ſyghe foꝛ her 
vlinde ignoraunte, and now J wyil turne as oure loꝛde 
wyl geue me grace to declare how our loꝛd by his ſpeci⸗ 
all miracle cleped her to baptim in ſinguler maner that 
neuer was herd of befoze ne ſyth, and after how he wed 
ded her viſible in a glozious maner chewing her ſouera 
ine tokens of loue that neuer was ſhewid to none erthly 


creature ſaue only to our lady his bleſſed mother. Be- 
ſide Aliſander a certeine ſpace of myles there dwelled a 


Holi father in deſert that hight Adꝛian the _ had ſer. 
ued our holy father almighty god the ſpace of. xxx.eare 
in great penaunce,and on a day as he walked befoze his 
tel in meditacton ther came ayenſt hym that moſt reue⸗ 
rent ladie that any erthly creature mighte beholde, and 
and 
- byghbeauty aboue kynd he was ſaſoze aſtoined a dze- 

eli that he fe doune as dead. Then this lady ſeynge 


e eee 


Adnan. 


— 


am not come to you but fo2 youre 


ad2y3 dzede not fo 


dande myldely a comfoꝛted hym # ſayde to him in thys 
— — ye mult go on meſſage to the tite of Allan 


muſt [aye to her pᷣ the lady greteth her well whoſe ſonne 
che chaſe to her huſbande ſyttyng in her perlamete with 
her moder a all her loꝛdes about her wher ſhe had gre⸗ 
te confluite + batayll in kepynge other vyꝛgynite 
her the ſame loꝛde Gee dyd choſethere is my ſonp am 
a clene virgyn a he deſy2ed her beaute, he louethe her 
ch aſtyte amonge all vyꝛgyns in erth,x hye her without 
taryenge pᷣ ſhe come with you alone into this place # che 
all be newe clothed, and than the ſhall haue hym vnto 
her euerlaſtynge ſpouſe, The hermpte herynge allthys 
anſwerde thus. O bleſſed lady how chuld J do ty s mel 
ſage foz neyther knowe J Þ cyte ne the waye, and what 

I though I knewe it foz to do ſuche a meſſage vnto 
| Pace her menye wyll not ſuffre me to come vnto her 
pꝛelence, and che wyll not byleue me of my meſlage, but 
put me in duraũte as though J were a trayter. Adꝛyan 


grete wozthip honour a pꝛolyte, W þ the tode him by e 


928 
: * 


der foz me a in to the palais of þ yonge quene #« there pe 


tell 


ſaide this bleſſed lady dzede ye not foz that, that my (one 


hath begon in her muſte nedes be perfourmed, foz wete : 
ye wel hk is a ſpeciall choſen velleil of grace befoꝛe all J 
other women, whertoze tarye not ne dzede not,foz bothe ; 
ye hall knowe the eyte a alſo Þ wape into p palays, fo? 
there ſhall no creature take hede of you. And whan yon 
come into her palays take good hede whiche dozeg open 1 
ayenſt you and entre in boldely tyll pou come vnto tyys 
fayꝛe ponge quene , whome ye chall fynde alone in her 
ſtodye ſtodyenge full ſoze in her wyttes of p that wyiil! 
not be wherfoze my ſone hath compaſſyon on her labour 
and foz her good wyll, che hall i r fepve my "kf 
id Sa Dea ©. 


his graces was neternonttyke to her oute fake myne 
one perſone that an his owne moder, wher foꝛe Adꝛyan 
phye vou faſt#bzynge me mp dere doughter 5 J lone th w 
al myn herte. And whan Adzyan had recepued his meſ- 
ſage he layde him downe before his ſoucrapne ia- 
 dylapenge in this wiſe. Al wooz\Gipand Joy be to my 
loꝛde god pour bleſſed ſone, and pour bleſſpd will be ful 

filled and J wil go at your commaundement, 

4 Tyhse/vij.Chapyter. 
Md anone Adzyan roſe him vp and hyed hym faſt 
to the cyte of Alyſander ⁊ paſſed the deſerte and ſo 
-. fozth til he came to the citie and ſo he went foꝛth to 
| ; palays as he had lerned ſo dyd he # ẽtred in þ doꝛer p 
dwhiche opened ayenſt hymn # fo he vode fro chab2e to cg 
bdD!ze til that he came to p ſerrete ſtody whereas no creatu 
ke fed to come but che her ſelfe alone, ⁊ whan ß he ttred 
mat p doe he ſawe where late p fayzefte creature and p 
mooſt goodly 5̊ ony creature nnght beholde # the (at ſa 
lad in her ſtody þ che hearde him not p time that he kits 
led downe beſyde her # began his meff tray heats 
Madame ß endles might of the fader 

dom af the ſone al witty, æ goodnes of thehat 505. Wit 
perſones in one god be with you in pour chop d wha 
this yonge quene herde a mannes voyce in her ſtodye be 
ide het, and ſaw an old fader al fozgrowen in herre the 
was greatelye a baſched ⁊ wondꝛed on thts ſodeyne caſe 
: — Io crab} dere E 
f to her, woherkdꝛe with oyte what be 
ye that tome thus meruaylouſlie into oure ſto dye dire 


no man vleth tos come. Came ye 2 — 
Napye madame he ſaide but as Ne is lente 


|  Govdſir hee nde you (v0 homeltin 
TY er ene 


quene ofall quenes, and lady ot all ladyes, H. 
—— wongk A ha good ſp2 the ſaid 


her ſons k dome where euerlaſtynge J oye 
C Nowgood ſyz the laide whois her fone, reygneth 


uaile » che is ſo greate in al dignytes a her ſone ſo migh 
ty as ye ſay and ſendeth ſo ſymple a meſſenger as ye be. 
Madame he ſaide pᷣ is Þ pꝛoperte of Þ ladye to lone and 
theryſche thoſe that refuſe the ſelfe and al erthly thyngs 
foꝛ 2ᷣ luue of her ſore. And foꝛ this cauſe che ſendeth me 
vnto you, he greteth you well by that token as her dere 
| doughter p whan ye late in your parlyamente your mo- 
| 


der and all your loꝛdes aboute you kepynge of your vy2 
gynite ye dyſcryued you an huſbande, wherefoze youre 
moder a al your lozdes were in greate heuyneſſe, but fo2 
ye were ſo ſtronge in Þ conſluyte and batayle and that ye 
retuſed al erthely kynges the ſendeth you woꝛde by þ to 
ken that ye Chal haue an heutly kinge which is bozne of 
| a clene virgin and is kynge of al kinges lozde of al loꝛd 


out wemme of her vyꝛgynyte wyth fouerayne woꝛchyp 
t Joye that neuer was felte of woman befozene neuer 
ſhal after,voherfoze ſhe ſẽde you wozdeby me Þye chul⸗ 
de come alone to my ſelle with me e there ye hall ſe the 
bleſſed lady Þ abydeth your nmenge tot 
gladneſſe. viij. Chapyter. 
Nd whan this yonge quene hearde him 
clerely ot hym that ſhe hadde ſo beſyly ſo 


. * f zure | 


where dwelleth p ladye p ye pzayſe ſo greatly we herde 
neuer ſpeke of ſuche one Madame her dwellynge is in 


wr (one, Madame he 
ſatde Þ kinge of blyſſe, This is che laide a ful grete mer 


to whoſe commaunadement obeyeth-hene# erth x 
all py is therin the ſame loꝛde is her owne ſonne whyche 
is conceyued by the vertue of the holy gooft,+ bare hi W 


thgrete Joye n 
eſo. 


s Many a kerutt tere à deſire a fo beige 
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|  almooſtindyſpayze my loꝛowe is fox this ponge ladyp 


+ 


"dn yr ny vencs of his pzeſece with that the fozga 
te al queſtions # her eſtate meny and roſe her vp meke 
ly as a deboneyꝛe lambe, and folowed this olde Adzyan 

thꝛugh her palays x the cyte of Flyſader and ſo thzugh 

the deſert c in her walkyng ſhe aſked hym many an hy⸗ 
ghe queſtion, # he anſwered her ſufficientlye #enfour- 
med her all theſe poyntes of Þ fayth,+ the reteyued plen 
teouſip all his infozmacions #+ vnderſtode him meruay 
louſlye ⁊ thus walked this olde A dꝛiã # this yonge que 
ne alter him thzugh Þ deſert to ⁊ fro they wyſt not whe- 
der, wherfoꝛe A dꝛian was a ſoꝛy man foꝛ he had vtter- 
ly loſt his ſel foꝛ he toude in no wyſe finde Þ way theder 
ſapenge by him ſelfe. Alas Chal this yonge lady peryſſhe 
here amonge beeſtes, Now bleſſid ladie helpe foꝛ J am 


ſo mekely hath foꝛſake # lefte al Þ euer ſhe had # obeyeñ 


do pour comaundemete. And as he ſozowed by him elfe 


gaͤpled ß he ſoꝛowed ſo. He anſwered to 


thys yonge quene perceyued hym — 2 — he 
7 
ladie it is foꝛ you ⁊ nothinge elles, foꝛ it I chulde die 
dan not finde my ſell. I wote not wheder that J haue 
bꝛought you and what J Mal do, alas I wote neuer fa- 
der ſhe ſaide be of good cotozt a haue true faith, foꝛ truſt 
pe fully that p lady that is ſo good ſẽte neuer foꝛ vs fo: 
to periſche here in wildernes, But fader ſhe ſaide what 
maner myaſter is that that I ſe yonder that is ſo riche 
und ſo fap2e, Adzpan loked & ſaid? where ſe you p mpn- 
ter. vonder in þ eſte the ſaide,x he wiped his eien + be- 
helde the mooſt glozyous mynſter that euer man ſawe. 
And whan he had ſene p he was ful of Joy x ſaid to her 


dileſſed lady Joye you in god whiche hathe byſyted you 


withe ſo per fyte ſyghte ,toz there is the where 
thail recepue ſo grete wazhyp and Lore. there was 


ye 
nes 
er 


ner none like you lauynge the that is quene or all a 
nes. Good father he [aide hieyou faſte Þ ne pes rs 


time they nyghed vnto that place. And whan they came 
to the gate there came agaynſt them a gloꝛious copanye 
of vyꝛgyns all in white chapaletes of lylyes, and theyze | 
excellent beaute was ſo grete that his pong quene Ra- 
theryne ne Ad2tan mighte not beholde them but al raui 
ed felle dovone befoꝛe them with grete dzede, Thanne 


one that was moze excellent than another ſpake firftes _ 


ſaide to this yonge quene, ſtande vp our dere ſyſter and 
welcome withal our hertes by pour grete mekenes and 


woꝛſhip hym. Come foꝛth to that ſouerayne Loꝛde that 
will werke in you the meruaylous werkes loue. And 


re came ayenſt theym a moche moꝛe glozyous company 


withoute comparyſon clothed all in purple with-freſhe = 


chaplets of reed roſes on theyꝛ hzed,but whan this pon 
ge quene ſawe them the fell flatte befoze thẽ with grete 
dꝛede and reuerence they beniglye comfozted her withe 


ſp2cyal ſyſter, foꝛ here was neuer none befoze pou moze 
hertelyer welcome to oure loꝛde # to vs than ye be, and 


# 


therfoze Joy? ye in our loꝛde foz ye ſhall recepueour clo 


p; at ſayntes ſhall J oye in you. Come on nome fa wy 5 
the loꝛde of Joye abydeth you with ful grete deſyze ok 
your pzeſence R C The. ix. Chapiter. | 
Han thys yõge quene with Joye paſſed 6 
bl wyth them as che that was ſtraytle rauiſched 
_ 4. "_ with 


fox there is all my deſyze and Jope. And withina hatt 


pure chaſtite our woꝛchip ⁊ Joyeſſhal be gretely encrea 


4 
. 


ſed wherfoze be gladde in our loꝛde for al vyzgyns ha!! 


thus they paſſed fozth with grete Joy # ſolempnpte tyli 
they came at the ſecode gate ⁊ whan they entred in the- 


gladde chere and ſaid to her in this wiſe dꝛede ye not our 1 
thynge and our crowne with ſo grete wozſhip and Yop | 1 


} # 
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Tt with Joy a metuayl that che had not one wozd to lay to 
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_ of virgyns that ledde this yonge quene bytwene them 
fell downe pꝛoſtrate befoꝛe this royall empꝛeſſe #,with 


lonked on them x ſayde, my welbeloucd do 


: _ whyleas deed, then this holy fela er m 
pvp #bzoughther vntothis queneof blyſſe, to whome 
dhe laid. My dere doughter pe be rpghte welcome to me 
be ſtröge and of good com foꝛte, foꝛ ye be ſpeciallye choſg 


uuns of my tone. Bathetyne doughter haue ve in 


al that was ſaid to her,whan they centred in the body of 


the chyꝛche the herde a meruaylous melodye ot ſwetneg 
whiche paſſed all hertes to diſcryue and therewythe ſhe 

behelde a ropall quene ſtandynge in her eſtate hauynge 
about her a multytude of aungelles # laynteg. 5 beaiſte 
| xycheſſe of this quene there might no herte thynke ne 
- penue it wꝛite.foꝛ it excedeth cuery mannes mynde. 


ſouerayne reuerence ſayd in this wyſe. O our jolt ſoue 
uerapne lady quene of heuen x lady of al the woꝛld, and 
empꝛeſſe of hell, moder to our ſoueraynelozdÞ kinge of 
blyſſe to whole tommaundement obeyethe all creatures 
bothe heuenly and erthly, lyke it you bleſſed lady to wete 


that at your cõmaũdement we pꝛeſent you here our dere 


ſyſter whoſe name is ſpecially wꝛytẽ in the boke of lyte 
beſechynge pour benyngne grace to receiue her as your 
ſeruaunt aud choſen doughter,and to make a perfyte en 
de of that werke that our ſouerapne loꝛde almighty god 
your mooſt bleſſed ſone # you haue meruaploully begon 
in her, with that the empzeſſle with a glad teuerẽte chere 


| ughter come p 
J may ſpeke with p. and wha this ponge quene Rathe⸗ 
t᷑yn herde al thele wozdes of her moolt { ne quene 
Ge was ſo fulfilled with heuely Joy that the lay agrete 

toke her meke 


zmongeall women to be ſoueraynly den e 
dow 


— 


how pe dyſcryned you a huſbande ſyttynge in your par⸗ 
lymente, voher foꝛe ye had a great confluyte & bataple to 


defende pour maydenhede. Then this yong quene kathe 


theryn knelynge tb humblereuerice+ dꝛed ſard © mot 


bleſſed ladie bleſſyd be ye aboue al women J haue good 
minde 5 I choſe ther the loꝛde p was ferre tro my know 
lege but now good lady by his myghty mercie # ſpectall 
grace he hathe opened Þ eyen of my blynde ignozauce Þ 


arace a giue me him that ye haue behight me vᷣ my herte 
loueth a deſyꝛeth aboue al thynge without who J may 


not hue, with theſe wo2des her lpzyte was ſet vp lo taſte 


9 che fel down befoze her as deed, ¶ The. x.chapyter. 


one thing that ye muſt nedes haue oz ye mat ſep pꝛeſẽce 
of my ſon ye muſte be clothed with ỹ lacramẽt of baptun 


wherfoze come on foz al is redy anon? there was a fon- _ 
therto 


te in the chyzche ſolempli arayed w al that lo 
than this quene of Joy called Adꝛiã to her # {aid to him 
bꝛother this werke longeth to you Þ be a pꝛeeſt, but loke 


ð pe chaũge not her name koꝛ Katheryn che ſhall hy ghte | 


foꝛ ſothe à I (hal holde her my ſelte to you ⁊ be her god 


moder, than Adꝛyaà baptyſed her ⁊ wha ſhe was clothed 


agayne this heuẽly quene ſayde to Katherin mine owne 


ddughter now be glad # full of Joy foꝛ now pe lacke no 
thinge Þ lõgeth to » wife ot an heuẽly ſpouſe come nee 
w me I Gal bꝛing you to my loꝛd my ſone that abydeth . |-- 
you w grete Joye. Than was quene Katherin ſo ful ß 
Joy that no hert coude expꝛeſſe p (weteues that felt, e 
weut fozth with this quene of Joy till they came to te 
C. N | quene | | | 8 


mel the clere way ot trought,whertoze mooſt bieſſed 
lady J beſech the with all mine herte p ye do me merci +. 


an this noble Queene of grace withe ſwete woꝛ⸗ 
des tomfoꝛted her and ſayd, dꝛede you not my dere 
-: :: doughter foz it chalbe right as ye deſpꝛe, but ye lack 
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quene, x as they entred in there came ſo grete a ſwetenes 
mapenſt them p it paſt al hertes to thinke it w ß che behel | 
de p ſemelieſte ponge kinge ſtanding at p outre crowned | 
wa riche crowne hauinge aboute him multitude of ati- | 
gels ſaintes, and wha this bleſſed moder ſaw him che 
laid her downe pſtrate a of ſhe toke Þ crown of her heed 
Xlatde to him w hiible reuerence,mooſt ſoueraine woꝛ⸗ 
| Hip + Jeye be to you kinge of bliſſe my loꝛde my god # 
my ſone, lyke it your highnes to wete p J haue bzought 
here as your wil is your louely ſeruaũt and hamayd Ka 
therin p foꝛ pour loue hath refuſed and foꝛlake al erthly 
thinges ⁊ is come alone at my ſẽdinge with old A dꝛiã 
\- fozgeting al erthly good x eſtate truũ inge tull in my p 
myſe woher koꝛe J pꝛape you righte hibly my ſouetane 
loꝛde god # dereſt ſone » ye of your endles goodnes wil 
fulfil my ꝓmiſe, and he toke her vp goodly x ſaid to her 
my dereſt moder ye knowe wel p your deſire is my ful 
wil and J haue deſired her to be knit to me in parkit ma 
rpage amonge al virgins vᷣ liue here in erthe, wherfaze 
he ſatd Rather yn come hider to me, & wha the 1 that 
name. ſo grete a ſwetnes entred uito her ſoule y che fell 
downe as deed befoꝛe him, and w he gaue her a noble 
ſtrengthe p paſſed kynde, and he ſaide to her tha in this 
diiſe as ye hal here afterward. The. xij.chapꝛter. 
EY Atherin doughter can ye finde in your herte to lo 
ue me beſt aboue al thinge , She beheld p bleſſed 
vilage Þaungels haue cotynu2l Joye to beholde and 
ſayd a ſwetyng and mooſte bleſſed loꝛd ſo haue J done 
and ſhall do while J lyue, foꝛ neuer loued J ſo feruẽtly 
dbny thynges as you noꝛ neuer ſhall while I lyue, Tha 
ſaide this bleſſed kinge to Katerine, giue me pour hande 
x ſhe w ſouerapne Joye offred hym her hade. And than 
this glozious kinge ſaide td her. J take pou now to my 
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whyles pour lyfe laſteth,and after your pꝛeſente lyfe 
al bꝛynge you to endles life where ye chyl dwel w me 
in bliſſe wout ende in tokening wherof J ſet this rnige 


wedded wife J behight you truely neuer to fozſake en 


vpon pour fynger whiche ye hall kept in remembzance - | | | 
of me as your weddinge ringe, and nowe my dere wie 


be ye glad of 5 ſaith foꝛ ve muſt do many grete thynges 


in my name. Ind alſo ye muſt receyue toꝛmẽt and payne 5 


t a great ſtroke in youc necke, but dꝛede ye not my dere 


wife toz I chal neuer departe fro you but euer tomfoꝛte 
pou, Thane ſayde this humble ſpouſe. A bleſſyd lozde 1 


thake you my ſouerayne loꝛde Þ ye wyll make me woꝛ⸗ 


thy to be of lyueray that haue ſuffred ſo moche toz mee 


that I may in ſome thinges be like yon that my hert 
loueth + deſy2eth aboue all thynge,wih y this glozy- 


ous king bad Adzyan do on his veſtments # go to mas 


and ſaye Þ ſeruice p longeth to the cuſtome of weddyng, 


de knelinge with her al the maſſe while, A loꝛde what 
Joye and blyſſe was felte in that vyꝛgyns ſoule all that 
time there was neuer uoneſuche felte befozne ſythe of 
none out take her Joye that conceiued and bare this ſo⸗ 
uerayue loꝛde of bliſſe whiche was his mooſt bleſſid mo 

ther. All the ſpirues of heuen Joied of this mariage (6 
ferfozth2 it was hearde the lame time as they kneled 
togyder how the aungelles ſonge this verſe. 1 


4 


(Sponſus amat ſponla , Salutoꝛ viſitat lam) Ind 


it. This was a ſolempne a ſinguler marpage there was 
neuer luche hearde of befoze i erthe,wherfoze this gloꝛi 
ous vyꝛgin ough! gretely to be woꝛchipped, and loued 
amonge al virgins that euer was in erthe. N 
¶ And whan this mall? was done this heuenlye kynge _ | 
- aide 


a ö louerayne 102d of biyſle helde his ſpouſe by the han 


that with? ſo greate melodie p no herte mighte conceive | 


ude to her mp dere wyfe time is that J muſt go againe 
fro whens J came, J haue fulfilled pour deſyze a yf ye 


delire onie moze J ain redi to graũte it you what pe lyſt 


to haue of me # after my departinge hens ye ſhall abide 
here.x.dayes til ye be perfytly taughte all mi lawes and 


all mi wil, and whi ye come home ye {hal finde your mo 


der deed, but ye Chal not be miſled,therefoze dꝛede ye not 
J haue oꝛdened one in your ſtede, ⁊ al that ſe her weene 
that it wer your owne perſon,x when that ye com home 
ſhe ſhal voyde, Now farewel my dere wite + w that he 
cried, Wa great a piteous voice and laid, A my ſoueram 
Loꝛd god # al that Joy of my herte # of my ſoule haue 
minde on me, and w that he bliſſed her a vaniſhed away 


. tto her light, and foꝛ ſoꝛow of his departig ſhe fel dow- 


ne in a ſowne, ſo that he lai as ded a large houre ſemig 
wout ſpirite, of lite. ¶ Than was Adꝛian a ſozye man 
he wept ⁊ cried on her that it was pitie to ſe oꝛ here, at Þ 
lait che awonke and lift vp her eien ⁊ ſaw no thuig about 

her but a litel oulde (el and A dꝛian weepinge beſide her 

foꝛ al was gone 5ᷣ there was bothe myniſters 5 palaies 
 cofo2table ſights and ſpecialli he y was cauſe ofal hit 
Joie ⁊ comtoꝛt. Now is her hert iu ſoꝛow ⁊ in mourni 
ge ſo greate Þ the coude nothinge do but wepe # ſigh til 
at 5ᷣ laſt che behelde ringe p our bliſſed loꝛde ſet on her 
finger a than che ſawned againe # than kiſled it an. C. 
ſithes with many a pitious tere ⁊ Adꝛian cofozted her in 
P beſt wiſe with good exoꝛtaciõ and (he toxe mekely his 


+ | confozte+obnied him as her fader + dw?lled withe him 


there 5 time 5; our loꝛde aligned til ſhe was (ulficiente 
In taught al his lawes and al his wil. ¶ The. xij.chap. 


CM Nd whan time came ſhe went home agapne to her 
palays and as ſone che might che made all her me⸗ 
+ ;+hy to receyue baptyſme and. ij. yere after che kepte 


her 


her houtholde in her palays w ful cryſtZ gouernaunce & 
lo her Joi was euer to ſpeke and to thinke on her lozd# 
ſpouſe there was nothynge elles in her minde, and bi his 
wo:ſhyp a his pꝛayſing many a creature thee conuerted 
to him in his time che was neuer ydle but continuallye 
occupyed in his ſeruice and ful of bꝛẽing charyte foꝛ her 
peaſurc and deſire was foꝛ to dzaw creatures to hys ſer 
uite. Thus J let her dwel in this palais fulfilled w ver 
tue and as the dere a ſunguler ſpouſe ot almightye god. 
And in this meane time Þ emperoure marencius Þ was 
ful of enuy vnto goddes lawes # a grete tyzante couſp⸗ 
dering grete nobles of the city of Alyſandꝛe oꝛdained 
him foꝛ to com thider with a great multitude of peple to 
aſſẽble both pooꝛe x riche to do ſacryfice to his ydolles 
and falſe gods, a the chꝛiſtẽ peple that wold not do ſacri 


kite he made them cruelly to be toꝛmẽted. The yong que 
ne Katheryn was thẽ of the age of. rviy. yere dwellyng _ . / | 


in her palays ful of riches and of ſeruantes a as lhe late - 
in her conteplacicn of her mooſte dere loꝛde a ſpouſe ſhe 
herde an huge noyſe ot ſong and inſtrumẽtes of muſicke 
and crienge ot beſtes,and ſhe wondꝛed gretli what it mi 
ght be and called a meſſenger anon # bad him go bꝛig 
her woꝛde what it ment he did her cõmaũdement a ca⸗ 
me againe in haſte x told her a! the maner thereof wha. 
ſhe herd it ſhe fel in a great ſozow foꝛ the wozſhip of her 
102d x true ſpouſe þ the thought Ge might not ende it 
wherefoze che roſe vo in grete haſte foꝛgetinge her ſelks _ 
and al woꝛldli eſtate # made» ſigne of Þ croſſe in her fs 


hede and went freight to p emperour,+ whan ſhe came 
che beheld on eueri ſide and (aw manie chꝛiſtẽ moued to 


do ſacrifice foz dzeede of deathe , wheretoze the was ful 
ſoꝛe a greued in her ſoule. Than the wẽte boldli thaugg 
p pzele,* al tho that beheld her had 2 an oder 


great beauty # many oneleft their ſacrifice fo2 
to behold her. And when the came to the emperonr w 
a glad chere the looked on him and ſaide to hym in thys 
wiſe. Sir emperoure: the dignitie of your oꝛder and the 
way ot reaſon wold moue to ſaue it ye were the creature 
ot heaut᷑, and that thou woldeſt call againe thy courage 
from thy falſe gods which thou wozſhipeſt, and woꝛtt ip 
the very god of heauen that made al thinge ofnaughte, 
Why haſt thau aſſembled ali this multitude of people in 
vaine foꝛ thy madnes to woꝛſhyp thy talſe idols, arte p 
not aſhamed foꝛ thy blindnes, thou merueleſt greatly of 
this teinple that is made with mans hand and the pꝛeci 
dus 02namets that (hal be, but ponder befoze thy face of 
the wind, thou woldeſt rather it thou hadſt any reſona- 
ble wyt merueile of heauẽ and erth and al thing contey- 
ned therin, the ſun. the mone, the ſtarres, and howe they 
ſerued fro the beginning of the woꝛld to the end and thei 
reigne night and day from the occident to the oꝛient they 
be neuer wery, and whe thou haſt perteiued al theſe thin 
ges aſke and lerne who is the maker of them, and when 
thou haſt knowen hym by his grace, thou halte knowe 
ther is none lyke hym to2 he is almightye god,therefoze 
hym wozſhyp and gloꝛifie as the almighty king ok hea⸗ 
uen, and none but he, kynge ol al kinges and loꝛde of all 
creatures. Then began che to declare to hym the incar- 
naciou and the mernelous goodnes ofthe holy goſt and 
the ſon ot god, wherkoꝛe the emperour was wonderfulli 
abathed and could not anſwer her. But at the laſt he ſaid 

O thou woman, ſuffer vs to ende our ſacrifice and after 
we wyl anſwer the. The comaunded he that ſhe oulde 
be bꝛought to his palace and kepte there wyth great dy⸗ 
 Ugence, Fozſoth he and al that herde her hadgrete mer- 
nile of hir wiledome and her beautye, foꝛ ſhe 3 


were conſtrayned to do ſacrifice foꝛ dzede of deathe they 
toke ſuch a courcge in Þ beholdinge of her ſadneſſe a re- 


ke the faith of chaiſt 7 
* Fter al thys 


empcrour came to his palays and 


ſente foz this yonge quene , # ſaide to her in thys 
wyle, Mapden we haue herde of your eloquens, and we 
meruatle gretelie of your wiſdome, we were ſo occupied 


in ſacrifice Þ we mighte not entende to you , wherefoze 


we altze you nowe what kinrede pe be comen ot, a ſhe an 


ſwered x ſaide to him p I Hall anſwere you ſhal not be 


to mine auaũtage of pꝛyde but onely foꝛ 2 loue of trouth 
Jam Katherm doughter vnto kinge Coſtus, and thou 


ghe J were bozne # nouriſhed a taught al the liberal ar 
tes. yet chowed J to þ here howe I haue al woꝛldly thin 
ges refuſed a giue me fyerily to our ſoueratne loꝛde Je⸗ 


fu criſte þ is very god # man,wherfoze the goddes that. 


ye woꝛchip be very vaine and falſe without ony pzofyte 
they maye ſaffrenone in tribulacion noꝛ deliuer none þ 


be in perul. Than ſatdÞ emperour to her yt it be ſo as þ- 


ſapeſt. tha all the weꝛlde faileth # thou onelie ſaieſt ſoth 
X all trouthe hal be cofermed by two oz thꝛe witneſſes 
foz if thon were an aungel oꝛ an heuenlye virgin yet me 
ought not to byleue Þ alane,xſo moche »leſſe p thou ar⸗ 


ouercomen ſo p p grete yncõbꝛaunce out perturbaciõ be 
not in þ cozage of Þp 


enlaples of phyloſopyers theꝝ auaple þ righte nought 


uerent beaute Þ they had leuer to ſuffre deathe tha fozia | 
eſu, ¶ The. xiij.chapiter. [ 


te a frayle woman. Than ſhe anſwered hun thus tobe 


holdeſt thy feife ſomightye, ert 
ye wil be gouerned by good cozage ye (hal be kinge and 
elles truſt me fully Þ ye ſhall bea thꝛall, wherefozela- _ 
bour thou to enbꝛace vs to thy deedly ſubtyltes w thine _ 
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| | befoze al womẽ that liued in tho daves,x lo che apperd 
to al to 5 loked on her, and ſpeciallye to the cryſten that 


-  Hephurke bs not. But and if p wilte be a meke diſciple 
J dal teche the p trouthe of phyloſophy where p maiſte 
lerne to knowe thy god # euer to rule thy ſelfe as a king 
whan the emperour ſaw that he coud in no wiſe anſwer 
her by wiſdome, than he departed away from her withe 
a great wondzing and ſent anone her letters to al Þ gra⸗ 
mariens + rcthoriciẽs that they ſhuld come to his pꝛeſẽ 
ce in grete haſte. Ind it they ouercome an eloquent mat 
den he wolde rewarde them w meruailous giſtes. Ind 
dio there were bzought fo2th fiftie maiſters Þ ſermoun⸗ 
ted al erthly men on woꝛldlie wiſdome whan they came 
vnto his pꝛeſence they deſired to knowe Þ cauſe of their 
commges. Than the emperour ſaid we haue a matd no 
ne like to her in ſoueraine wildome wihche labourethe 
to contdund our laws and ſaid v; our goddes be fedes a 
it pe maie ouercome her Þ chall ſende you home to pour 
cde.uuntres with gret woꝛchip. Thi one of them p was of 
grete pꝛeſumption lalde, it was a wandertul counſail of 
an emperour p foꝛ to ouercome a faire maide hathe cal⸗ 
led to him wileſt men of Þ woꝛld fro ferre parties wha 
one of the limpleſte childꝛen Þ we haue mighte ouercom 
her ful lightly. Than ſaid Þ Emperoure J mighte haue 
conſtrained her to do ſacrifice but J had leuer ye ouer 
come her by your argumentes. Thã ſaid theſe maiſters 
let bzinge her foꝛth, whã che is ouercome by her foli the 
 thal wel knowe that che ſaw neuer erſt wiſe men. 
„ ¶ The. xiiij. Chapiter. | 
Nd whan this gloztous virgin newe the ſtryfe 
A of the diſputacion that abode her. che retõmaunded 
. her to her ſoueraigne loꝛd with ful truſt of his pꝛo 
mile. Than an aũgel appered to her à vad her not dzed 
bu be ſtronge a ſtable in yfaithe foz pe ſhall haue gret 
| victozy+bzynge them all to p crowne of * 
bl 1! "Than 


dom ge 


che was bzought foꝛe, the emperoure # the maiſters ſhe / 
ſaid to Þ emperour this is a fayze iudgement of an em- 
perour to ſet fyſty maſters ayenſt a ſymple maid, and de 
houeth the grete me de to2 theyꝛ vyctoꝛy, ⁊ me al oneiy _ 
c5ſtrapneſt to diſpute w the wout hope oz mede, but mi 
lozde Jeſuchriſte is vere hope # mede to all tho Þ ſtrine - 

foz hym,he hal be onlye w me # de my pfite mede, Tha 
p maſters begã # ſaid that it was ipoſſible Þ god myght 
be made ma. oꝛ els that he might ſuffre deth. Tha p ho⸗ 


ly virgin ſaide a begi to ſhewe by holy ſcripture p̊ there 


was nothinge impoſſible vnto god. And ſhewed them 


that p pamis had ſaid it loge befoꝛe o2 it was done, fox 
Caton had ſaide it in Sybelly p ſage. Alſo ſhe ſayd that 
he was bleſſed p chulde hange on a tree, And whan that 


nes and had declared their goddes vayne a falſe theſe 
mailters were aſtonyed and abaſthed that they wiſt not 
what to ſay but helde them ſtyll. Tha the emperoure 
ſepnge thys was fulfilled withe grete wzathe.,and begã 
to blame them ſharpliye that they woulde ſuffre ſo foule 
them ſelte to be ouercome wia ſimple mayden. Thi one 
that was mayſter ouer all the other ſayde. . Syz Empe 


woꝛchipped to now oz els we be al conuerted to Jeſu cri 
ſte # wha the tiraũt herd this he was all ſet on a fyze in 


D.]. | 


pᷣ virgin had chewed them by open pzeues theyꝛ blynde 


oure wete it well that there was none that mighte hold 
ayenſte vs but he were ouertome ſaue ouely thys may- 
den in whom the ſpirit ot god ſpeketh ayenſt vs with ſo 
grete meruail that we haue ns ſeaſõ ts ſpeke ayenſt Je- 
u chꝛiſte. Thertoze we knowlege vs ſadly but yr ye can 
gine vs moe plytable ſentẽce of our gods that we haue 


woodnes, anone he cõmaũded ỹ they ſhulde be bzente = 


ſoule was full of Joy veldyng ſoueraine o: 


ſoueraine lozde and truſty ſpouſe, And whs — / | 


at ſtabled thẽ to ſuffre martyꝛdome & taughte the diligente 
BY tim. Than 5 holpe virgin anſwered them e ſaide, dꝛede 


5 middes of the cite. This holy virgin comfoꝛted the a 


iy 5ᷣ faithe, thã they ſoꝛowed pᷣ they ſholde die tdout bap 


you not my dere bꝛethꝛen foz the chedinge of your blode 
all be counted to you foꝛ pour baptim, bliſſe you w the 
fſygne of the croſſe in token of p paſſion of Jeſu criſte de 
-thall be crowneo # gloꝛified in heuen,# whan they were 
\cafte in the mids of Þ fire they pelded vp theire ſoules to 


god pv nother theire clothes ne their heere was hozt noz 


PH do,y J am coupled to my loꝛde Jeſu criſte as his ſpau 


mee wascleped purphery, ⁊ they wẽte pꝛeuely to 


ony thinge w the fire # than p criſten men buried theire 
bodies. Than the tiraunte ſpake to Þ virgin c ſaide O 
thou noble virgin haue pite on thy youth a thou alt ne 
xte » empꝛeſſe be called lady in my palays, a thy pmage 
chall be made in the middes of the cite # wozHiped of al 
as gods, To whome the virgin Katheri ſaid. O p mooſt 
noble foole, leue to ſaie ſuche voide thinges foꝛ it is wic⸗ 
kednes to thinke on them J haue tolde p plainli a yet Y 


le, he is all my Joye to my loꝛde Jeſu criſteſwetenes ot 
my ſoul, voher foꝛe neyther foꝛ fayꝛe woꝛdes noꝛ foꝛ dꝛe⸗ 
de ot tozmentes (halt thou neuer departe me fro him in 
no maner of wile, ¶ The. xv. Chapiter. 
N d than he was fulfylled al withe wosdnes and 
A ſayde to his mynyſters. I tommaunde that che be 
_ - 22 +; ſpoyled and ſoꝛe beten w ſcourges,# in the meane 
time themperdur rode out foz certain occupacions ⁊ the 
empeſſe had gret deſire to ſc this holy virgin, wherfoꝛe 
ma night che toke w her þ pꝛince of knightes whole na 
ped | the pꝛy⸗ 
ſon where in this holy virgin was. And wha p che came 
thyder the ſawe ſo grete a light win pꝛiſon hous Þ her 
tzauqht al erthlye lighte was but darknes therto & ther 
+ whe ſawe gloꝛrous light ofatigels Þ benigneit anoyn 
·lux ̃⁊̃ Rb ted 
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ted Þ woundes ofthis holy virgin. Thi this glozyous” 


virgin began to exoꝛte and ts teche this quene # e 
5 Joyes otheut wh ſo ſwete + deudute woꝛdes that 
couerted her to the faithe. And Ratheryn bad v che ſhol⸗ 


de be ſtronge fo2 ſhe hulde recepue crowne of martir- 


dome, ſo they ſpake to gyder tyll it was midnight and 
wyan purphery had herde al they2 talkynge he tell dow 


ne to the fette of the virgyne a receyued p faithe of Jeſu 


criſte with. CC. knightes. And foꝛ that the tiraunte had 


comaunded that te Qulde be. xxx. dayes wout meate c 


dꝛynke, almightye god her ſouerame loꝛde ſente to her 
a whyte coluer fro heuen # fed her w henely mete. After 
our loꝛde 


ter # truſte wife knoweſt thou wel thy maker foꝛ whom 
p haſte taken on theſe laboures, ⁊ trauylous  batayics 


t whan ſhe behelde her ſoueraine loꝛde a herde hym (pe 
ke the fell downe to his fete with ſouerayne Jope & ſaid 


O my dereſt # moſte ſoueraine lozde, how chuld it be but 
pt I hnewe you that hath chewed meſo moche grace. 
ſouerayne Joye #Þ ſoeteſt of my ſoule bleſſed loꝛde ful 
{ore hath my ſpyzyte longe after you, O god loꝛde withe 


all my herte that is iruely yours I thank your goodnes 

fo2 all this victozy þ ve haue gyue too me # J am tedye 

my dere lozde ⁊ ny god wal the will of my loule to re- 
your name all the tozments Þ may 


cepue foz theloue 
be ſoughte foz me,vohertoze ſweteſt lo:de haue mercy & 


mynde on me. Than our loꝛd w a bleſſe» # gladde vyla- 


good comfozt foꝛ J fall be with pou in all your bataue 
g neuer departe from you. And with that he bleſſed her 
and vanyched awaye 
te a ſweteneſſe abode in the pꝛyſon after his departynge, 
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eſu criſte came to her him ſelfe w multytu⸗ 
de of aũgels & ſaide to her in this wiſe, My dere dough. 


ge ſaide d2ede ye not my true wyfe but be ſtronge and of 


n her ſighte, and than ſo grea⸗ 
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that no herte mighte thinke it. han emperoure was 
retourned home agamne he cõmaũded this virgyn fhul 
e be bought betoꝛe him. ⁊ whan he her chine ih 
ghe beaute there as he wend þ he ſholde haue ben dyf- 
tygured by ouer greate faſtynge,he wẽde p ſome of her 
kepcrs had fed p mayde th2rfoze he was out of hym ſelf 
to2 anger,+ comaunded that the kepers ſhulde be tout- 
mentcd. Than ſaide this holye virgin,truelye J toke no 
meat of mines hand ofal this tyme,but my loꝛde Jeſu 
cryſte hath nouriſhed me. Than Þ empcrour ſaid to her 
] p:aye the fayꝛe birgin ſet it ſadly i thy minde p J hal 
tell the, loke p þ anſwere vs not by ſuche voydy wozdes 
as 8 haſte done here be foꝛe, foꝛ we will not holde pou a 
chamberer, but pe chall haue ladychyp in our realme as 
quene of ſoueraine beaate,vnto whome Þ virgin anſwe⸗ 
red now ſyꝛ emperour J pꝛay Þ vnderſtande me well at 
Juge by true Judgemet wheder ought J to choſe almi 
ghty kinge cuerlaſtinge mooſt faire + mooſte glozyoug 
02 clies a foule ſtinkinge dunge hill + mooſt faule & hoz 
tybls coꝛrupte. The emperour full of wꝛath and deſpyte 
ſaide to her, choſe of two thynges to do ſacrifice oꝛ (uffre 
toꝛmentes ⁊ prriſſhe. Tha che anſovered # (aide tarye p 
not but ds to me what tozment p ener thou wylte, foꝛ J 
deſp2c,to ſuffrs foz my god my lleſche # my blod as hee 
_ offered foꝛ me him ſelfe, he is my ſouerayne ⁊ my god # 


Althe deſire of my hert. ¶ The. cvj.chapiter. 


Han was there a cruell tyꝛaũt Þ foz to pleaſeÞ em 
| perour thoughte howe he cholde do oꝛdeyne 
.. .. wheles of pꝛon eu roũd ſharp nails a Þ to ouer 
wheles Cold rene ayenſt 5 two nether wheles tb grete 
violẽce ſo that they ſhnlde alt to rent and tere - 
ge that were put bytwene them. ¶ Than his holy vir⸗ 
gyn pꝛayed our Jo2de y he wolde by hys W 


2 | 

% 
p ye ſhoulde haue her bꝛeſtes rente of w tonges of yꝛon 
x after Þ her heed to be ſmiten of. And ſo as che was led 
to her martyzdome wardes the pꝛayed that holy vyꝛgyn 
ſaynte Ratheryn vᷣ ſhe wolde pꝛay to our loꝛde fo her,# 
che ar dered # ſaid, dꝛede ye not ye wel beloued quene 
of god this daye ye all receyue an euerlaſtinge kyng- 
dome, ye ſhall hane vndeediy kyng to your huſbande 
full of goodnes, foꝛ this foule deedly cozrupte wꝛetche p 
ye haue # haue had befoꝛe, ⁊ this bleſſed quene was ful 
of (ad faythe cõmaũded ỹ toꝛmẽtoures to do as they we 
re beds, a thi they led her out of Þ cyte,# w toges of yꝛõ 
p dz ewe of her brreſtes # take aq ſmote of her heed, a tha 
Purphery toke Þ body pꝛeuely & buryed it, in p daye ſu⸗ 
ynge the body of Þ quene was aſked after,foz the Empe 
rour cõmaũded 2ᷣ diuers men thulde be toꝛmented to tel 
therof » troth. Nurphery came afoze al pᷣ 
t is J Þ haue buried the ſeruaũt of chrifte Jeſu. Than 
arencius toꝛ wo began to 
ble as a woodman a cried d lle. O þ curſed tay⸗ 
tyfe loo here Purphery þ was onely keper of my ſoule # 


And whan he had ſayde theſe wozdes to his knyghtes. | | 
They anſwered and ſayde hath doone wie,; 
we all betruety cryſten as he is & redy foz to bye 1 — 1 


people and ſaid | 
e w his tethe #totrs | | 


confozte all mp deſeaſe nowe haſte thou dereiued n 


loue of Jheſu cryſt. Thã p emperour d2onke in wodnes 
comaunded that al they heedes cholde be ſmytt᷑ of and 
 thattheyz badyes chulde be caſt in p myddes of the kyꝛe 
Thanhe called fo2th p holye virgin Katherin to hi and 
laide. if it be ſo that thou madeſte mp wife dye wyth thy 
wytchecraft if p wylte repente that þ halte be the fyzſte 
dk mp realme as mooſt ſonerapne quene, ⁊ if thou witte 
not thou ſhalt dye anone. To whom ſhe anſwered a ſaid 
do that anone all that thou haſte to do, foꝛ J am redyto 
/ Cufferallthatthou haſte to do,foz the loue ot my lozde 
god. And anone he gaue the ſentece ayenſt her a cõmaũ⸗ 
ded p ſhe chulde be heded. And anone che was ledde oute 
to Þ plate oꝛdeyned.⁊ whi ſhe cam there che kneled dow 
ne t lifte vp their eien to heuẽ x p2ayed to our loꝛd Jeſu 
triſte. O bleſſed kynge as thou arte Þ wozthip + Jopt ot᷑ 
al virgyns a very hope # helpe ot al true beleuers be 
ſeche the my loꝛde god Þ who fo euer haue mynde ol my 
paſſyon ſt it be at his deth oꝛ at ony other neceTytep wil 
call vpõ me foꝛ helpe that anone the maye haue cofozte 
of their pꝛaiers and p they may be herde of theyꝛ aſking 
¶ Tye.c vu. Chapiter. 

| * Nd anone a voice was herde fron: heuen p ſayd 
come on my fay2eloue « dere wife, p gates of hes 

! yen benoptayenſty I behote the that all tho that woz- 
*  HSipthypaſſyanſhallhaueheutlycomfo2te and foz whs 
' thoup:ayeſt ſhall not peryſtze and than her bleſſed heed 
was ſmyten of x in ſtede of blode there came a grete ſtre 
me of mylke, and tha anone aungelles toke the bodye of 
ger a bare it to p mounte of Synap moꝛe than.xxx.day 
es Journay thens. ⁊ there they buryed it wozthipſallpe ! 
*  SButinasmocheas it was notknowen where her bodp- 
was become, there was grete lamentacion'amvnge the 
ttyſten people, and thus they ſayde amonge them. Alas 


tho 


themolt clre lpghtand fit bzinger of eto our taithe 
which was ful of wiſedom and the tfple of the holy goſt 
is gone fro vs. But of this grete heuines J leaue and re 
tur ne to chem you as J 


an. C. and. xxx. yere hyd from the knowledge of chziften 
people. And whe out loꝛd lyſt to ſhew the gret plenty of 


region of the mount of Sinai there were many chu 


know!edge of the holy vergin where by the come allente 


i Cotinually with woꝛthy p2ailing. This chapel was oz 
dened by the diſpoſicion of god not far from the hieſt top 


peared to the ſaying theſe wozdes, pour effectual deuoci⸗ 
on god hath behold irs henen,wherfoze he hath oꝛdened 
to graunt you this grace that by you ſhall be founde the 


ſouerame woꝛſhyp and therioze aryſe and folow me tho 
| Ughitbe ſo ye ſe me not. Folow the ſhadow of the palme 


your [yght. The herinite anone folowed the aungel tyll 
they came where vnethe anye creature myghte enter foz 
ſtraytenes of way and ſharpnes of rockes and whe they 


came euẽ to the top ofthe hyl, they ſaw not the angel bur 
ſe⸗ f 


the chadow ſo euidẽtly of the palme that all the 
med ful of ſhadotoe of the leaues of the palme whereby 
thep came to the place where her holy bodye had laine a 


hundꝛed 


— ——_— 
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finds mitte hom the pzecious # | 

holy bodie was found which bodye as it is witten was 

mercy he graded vs the holy relicke of his wife. In te 

heremites that were enflamed with the holy goſt, # had | 

they oꝛdened oetwene the a chap:t wherein the holy vir- 

gin myght be woꝛſhiped as ſeuetain ſpouſe of chꝛiſt Je⸗ 
l 


or the mount, doher talk by was the place wher the buſhe 
grew wherem our loꝛde lyſte to apere to Moles, in this 
Mid chapel the holy hermites in grete abſtinence and de 
uotion liued a bleſſed lyts,wherfoze the angel ot god aß 


that J beare in my hand, foz it chal neuer departe frome 


» 3 \ 
5 ; _ 


vp the holy 
chapel that they had oꝛdeined. 


Fw pn ore 
it ſemed to be done by miracie, foꝛ the 
was ſo narowe and ade ors — 
——————— 


De ho⸗ 


| — — ene a tag 
lp bones that lay an.C,and.rxx. yere d2yed in the top of 
the mount and after the plentie of oyle welled out large 
l yy which is of ſo grete vertue that it geueth helthe to all 
arſon nite ors Ado eng 
2 viſited this holy euoute place, 
vigm ſlr death vnder Yarencius the Em- 
great tyraunt to e 
25 —— and. ix. as it is 
FFF 
banden an hes felony and ther mo with hom 


17118. 
ere kinycheth ofthe ful 


mpzynted at Londonin Foſterlane 
* e 


* . * 4 0 $ 
* * wi wr 0 * 5 if * en WG ; 
: ; ” a FD 14 . n Wr 2 * p 4 þ he 3 . ae 5% p< 5 n N nn 4 
294-0 12 + 3 . ( „ R FFP N „ 7 8 Mes R eee 7 : „ 9 2 

wy N 7 3 1 wb N n 8 * , 4 Wy Wo a TE ys „ aþ * * yo * e Oh n 1 * Wn. ; „ 4 CY} b 

7 * 4 by * 1 7 „ r = * " - « - F J 

0 ogy ad” . e 4 2 ” * 5 « 5 65 

* > 5 | 3 

N - 7 ve 


ons vie- 


